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By Pacific Air Forces
Public Affairs
12/17/2018 - KALAIKUNDA AIR 
FORCE STATION, India — Airmen 
from the U.S. and Indian air forces marked 
the successful completion of 12 days of 
bilateral training and increased mutual 
cooperation during the Cope India 19 
(CI19) closing ceremony here Dec. 14.
	 A long-standing bilateral U.S. Pacific 
Air Forces (PACAF)-sponsored Field 
Training Exercise conducted with the In-
dian Air Force (IAF), Cope India focused 
on enhancing mutual cooperation and 
building on existing capabilities, aircrew 
tactics and force employment. This year’s 
event ran from Dec. 3-14 and marked 
the fourth iteration of the exercise, with 
previous events in 2004, 2008 and 2009.
	 “We appreciate the opportunity to 
work alongside nations that support a 
free and open Indo-Pacific,” said U.S. 
Air Force Gen. CQ Brown, Jr., PACAF 
commander, during the ceremony. “As 
a committed partner enhancing peace, 
prosperity and security across the region, 
we are grateful for India’s support and the 
growing trust between our two nations.”
	 Cope India initially began as a fighter 
training exercise held at Gwalior Indian 
Air Force Range with the goal of increas-
ing combat capability and improving 
warfighter compatibility between the 
U.S. and Indian air forces. The exercise 
has evolved to incorporate subject matter 
expert exchanges on a wide range of 
specialties, air mobility training, air drop 

training and large-force exercises, in 
addition to fighter-training exercises.
	 “Cope India exceeded U.S. and IAF ex-
pectations. We learned from each other re-
garding operations, maintenance, logistics, 
crisis response, and many other capabilities 
that we can share with each other,” said U.S. 
Air Force Col. Darryl Insley, commander 
of the 13th Air Expeditionary Group-CI19. 
“More importantly, we built lasting friend-
ships and relationships that will endure for 
years to come.”
	 “This is not an ‘us’ versus them scenario, 
we flew mixed formations and attempted 
to learn from each other’s best practices,” 
said Air Commodore Saji Anthony, IAF 
air officer commanding of Kalaikunda 
Air Force Station, adding that continued 
exercises enable the two nations to better 
“operate together in times to come.”
	 New to this year’s event included 
observers from the Japan Air Self Defense 
Force, as well as the exercises’ expansion to 
two locations, Kalaikunda and Panagarh, 
both located in the eastern part of West 
Bengal state. Operating out of Kalaikunda 
has historical significance for the bilateral 
relationship as it served as one of four U.S. 
B-29 bomber bases during World War II.
	 Brown remarked the base’s involvement 
was “indicative of the long history between 
our two nations and the opportunity to 
enhance it further moving forward.”
	 “Cope India is just one part of an on-
going effort to strengthen the relationship 
between the U.S. Air Force and the Indian 
Air Force,” Brown said. “These exercise 

scenarios challenged us to be agile in 
execution, innovative in our approach and 
integrated in our command and control…
enhancing the readiness and lethality of 
our Airmen and our allies and partners.”
	 Brown attended the exercise as part of 
a four-day visit to the country. In addition 
to attending the ceremony, the general 
visited with U.S. and Indian airmen and 
participated in an orientation flight in an 
IAF Mirage 2000, one of four different 
types of fighters flying in the exercise.
	 Total participation included more 
than 200 U.S. Airmen, F-15s from the 

18th Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan, and 
C-130Js from 182nd Airlift Wing, Illinois 
Air National Guard, alongside IAF air-
men operating Sukhoi 30s, Jaguars, Mi-
rage 2000s, C-130Js, as well as Airborne 
Early Warning and Control System and 
refueling aircraft. 
	 Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa, IAF chief 
of staff, met with participating airmen 
earlier in the exercise and emphasized the 
importance of creating an environment 
of camaraderie and an opportunity to 
learn from each other’s best practices in 
enhancing operational synergy.

By Kat Bailey
Air Force’s Personnel Center Public Affairs
12/17/2018 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — The Base of 
Preference enhanced assignment initiative 
begins Jan. 9, 2019, and provides enlisted 
Airmen who have 48 months’ time on sta-
tion as of May 2019 the opportunity to apply 
for available Permanent Change of Station 
assignments in the Continental United 
States, or CONUS, through an immediate, 
straightforward and transparent process.
	 This is the latest evolution of the Base of 
Preference program run by the Air Force’s 
Personnel Center and now includes eligible 
Career Airmen in ALL Air Force Specialty 
Codes assigned to CONUS locations.

	 “This final step in the initiative nor-
malizes the process we began in April, 
simplifying the BOP application so Air-
men and commanders can make profes-
sional development and career decisions 
by aligning preferences with available 
requirements,” said Ron Gallucci, AFPC 
Assignments Programs and Procedures 
program manager.
	 In April, AFPC launched an initiative 
designed to improve how it delivers BOP 
program information to Airmen, increas-
ing the visibility of available locations. 
The initial phase included seven AFSCs:  
Logistics Plans (2G0X1), Materiel Man-
agement (2S0X1), RF Transmission Sys-
tems (3D1X3), Administration (3F5X1), 

Health Services Management (4A0X1), 
Contracting (6C0X1) and Financial Man-
agement and Comptroller (6F0X1).
	 In July, AFPC added Pharmacy 
(4P0X1), Personnel (3F0X1) and Tactical 
Air Control Party (1C4X1).
	 “Starting in January, AFPC will post 
the available CONUS locations where Air 
Force requirements exist—by skill level 
and Air Force Specialty Code—on the 
Assignment Management System, similar 
to the Overseas and Overseas Returnee/
CONUS Mandatory Mover assignment 
cycles,” Gallucci said.
	 He advises Airmen with pending BOP 
applications to update their assignment 
preferences based on the posted available 

requirements. If an AFSC is not listed, 
Gallucci said no available requirement in 
that AFSC exists that quarter.
	 AFPC will send targeted messages 
directly to eligible Airmen assigned to CO-
NUS locations, which will include cutoff 
dates and links to submit their applications.
	 “This evolution provides transparency 
to commanders and Airmen alike,” Galluc-
ci said. “It’s important that AFPC remains 
agile, innovative, and responsive to Air-
men’s needs and Air Force requirements.”
	 These programmatic changes do not in-
clude nor affect in-place or retraining BOP 
applications, nor will they impact Battlefield 
Airmen, Enlisted Aircrew or the Security 
Forces (3P) Breadth of Experience Initiative.

With 2018 rapidly coming to a close, I would like to 
thank each and every member of Team Kadena 
for your dedication and commitment to your 

critical missions. The work you all do every single day helps 
strengthen our long-standing alliance with Japan and ensures 
the safety, security and prosperity of a free and open Indo-
Pacific. I’m so grateful for all of our Team Kadena spouses and 
family members. The endless dedication, love, support and 
understanding you provide your service members makes such 
a difference in our missions. 
	 As we celebrate this holiday season, please take the time to 
enjoy being with family and friends and all that Japan and the 
region has to offer. I recognize that the nature and importance 
of some of your missions will provide no decrease in 
operational tempo as we near the holidays.  Many families are 
also likely to have loved ones deployed across the globe.  I owe 

a special thanks to you for your service and sacrifice during 
this time of year.
	 I’d ask you all to remember that though the holidays are 
a time of joy and celebration for many, they can be difficult 
for some, especially for those feeling isolated, sadness, stress, 
anxiety or a general lack of fulfillment or connection.  We are 
all part of the Team Kadena family and I’m counting on active 
leadership and peer engagement across our organizations to 
ensure our service members and families are well cared for at 
all times, but especially during the holidays.  If you’re feeling 
down, please reach out for help.  There are so many who are 
here for you in so many ways.
	 You have all accomplished so much this year. I am 
extremely thankful for each and every one of you and I am 
honored and proud to serve with you here on Okinawa. From 
my family to yours – Happy Holidays and all the best for 2019!
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Moon Ocean Ginowan
2018-2019 Guide To New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Events
NEW YEAR’S DAY 1 Jan. 2019 (Tue)
Tea Refreshments with Live “Koto” 
“Lion Dance” Performance
We invite you to a relaxing moment with fine 
powdered green tea and beautiful timbre of 
Japanese traditional 13 strings instrument. 
(Koto) Time: Tea Time / 9:30-11:30 (Tea 
Ceremony in accordance to “Omote-Senke” 
School-Shofu-Kao) Live “Koto” Performance 
/ 9:30-10:00 / 11:00-11:30 (Performed by 
Yoko Onaga Koto School) Venue: Ground 
Floor Lobby / “Lion Dance” Performance / 
9:50-10:00 Venue: Ground Floor
New Year’s Rice-Cake Making 
Performance
NEW YEAR’S EVE / NEW YEAR’S DAY
31 Dec. 2018 (Mon) - 1 Jan. 2019 (Tue)

Welcome Service - Variety of Okinawan 
Confectioneries
We invite you to come and enjoy a 
moment of relaxation tasting variety of 
confectioneries from Okinawa. Time / 
15:00-16:00 Venue: Ground Floor Lobby
You can enjoy all of the above events 
at Moon Ocean Ginowan and Hotel 
Moon Beach free of charge. 
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23rd through the 25th of December
Premium Christmas Dinner Buffet at the Corallo
A clown will give your child a special gift to 
celebrate the holidays 
Adults 4,860 JPY/Child 2,430 JPY (Tax 
Included) Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

Through the 1st until the 25th of 
December
Christmas Special Menus available at the 
Japanese-style Grill Restaurant Yuragi-Zuki 
Savor a true blend of Asian and Western 
cuisine from our limited time menu
One person 5,400 JPY (Tax Included)
Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

22nd through the 25th of December
Lanai Lounge Bar Special Live Entertainment
Enjoy a live music show with your favorite drink 
in hand
1st stage: 18:00-, 2nd stage: 19:40, 3rd stage: 
21:20 (1 act 40 min. Drink charge non-
included) Hours: 10:00-22:00 (LO 21:30)

From 1st December Acropaula 
Christmas Cocktail Fair
Enjoy a special Christmas themed Cocktail 
at a classic style bar
Christmas Cocktails 1,000 JPY/each (tax not 
included) Hours: 21:00 – 24:00 (LO 23:30)

New Years Information
On the 31st of December at 22:00 there will be 
a New Years Count Down Event for all guests!
(Okinawan music, Tahitian dance show, lottery 
tournament, Japanese sake cask openings, 
New Years fireworks)

1st & 2nd of January there will be 
events planed for guests
1st of January – Mochi-pounding 
tournament, Japanese sake cask 
openings, shishimai dance, traditional 
Okinawan snacks served with tea
2nd of January – Live performance of the koto, 
Japanese style tea celebration, traditional 
Okinawan snacks 

paid advertisement

Moon BeachChristmas 
Seasonal Fair
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