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By Secretary of the Air 
Force Public Affairs
11/7/2018 - WASHINGTON 
— Effective Nov. 1, active duty 
Airmen selected for an extend-
ed deployment may apply to 
receive an advance assignment 
up to 16 months prior to the 
projected Report Not Later 
Than Date of the assignment.
	 This means Airmen can have 
permanent change of station 
orders in hand immediately af-
ter completing all required PCS 
actions and before departing 
on their deployment, providing 
their dependents the option to 
move early to their next assign-
ment location. 
	 “This change recognizes the 
need for us to increase stabil-
ity and predictability for our 
Airmen and their families and 
helps our Airmen focus on their 
mission while deployed,” said Lt. 
Gen. Brian Kelly, Air Force Dep-
uty Chief of Staff for Manpower, 
Personnel and Services. “The 
ability to receive an assignment 
prior to departing for an extend-
ed deployment allows Airmen to 
make decisions that are good for 
them and their families.”
	 Previously, Airmen on 

extended deployments were re-
quired to be deployed for at least 
60 days before being notified 
about potential assignments, 
and orders were not published 
earlier than 120 days prior to 
the new reporting date, making 
it difficult for Airmen and their 
families to plan.
	 In 2017, the Air Force’s Person-
nel Center chartered a 365-Day 
Extended Deployments Working 
Group to look at initiatives to 
find better ways to accommo-
date and incentivize year-long 
deployments. Approximately 400 
Airmen per year are selected for 
365-day extended deployment.
	 The 365-day deployment 
policy change allows Airmen 
time to out-process from their 
losing base, provides the option 
to move their dependents to 
the new assignment location, 
and gives Airmen the option to 
request movement from their 
deployed location directly to 
their new assignment without 
having to return to their cur-
rently assigned unit first.
	 Airmen selected for an ex-
tended deployments should con-
tact their local Military Personnel 
Section for more information.
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By Capt. AnnMarie Annicelli
5th Air Force Public Affairs
11/12/2018 - YOKOTA AIR BASE, 
Japan — U.S. and Japan Self-Defense 
Force service members across air, land 
and sea concluded one of the largest and 
most complex bilateral field training 
exercises, operating more than 200 bi-
lateral and joint aircraft, which flew over 
1,100 missions and integrated with more 
than 25 naval ships, Nov. 8.

*Increasing Interoperability*
	 The Keen Sword exercise scenario 
required U.S. and Japanese air forces 
to transport and deploy ground teams 
and cargo to bare bases, rapidly shift 
operations from one base to another 
and seamlessly integrate with maritime 
forces to overwhelm and defeat an ag-
gressive, multi-pronged threat.
	 With such a complex scenario and 
countless moving pieces, the questions 
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lingers: how can two sovereign nations 
cohesively track thousands of missions 
launched from more than 10 bases across 
Japan?
	 While this seems a daunting task, U.S. 
and Japanese Airmen rose to the chal-
lenge and tracked the status of aircraft, 
munitions, parts, and airfields to support 
and maintain integrated air, land, and 
sea operations while rapidly analyzing 
and disseminating vital information to 

the 57,000 Keen Sword participants.
	 “For the first time, 5th Air Force and Ja-
pan’s Air Defense Command centrally co-
ordinated and planned live-fly operations 
as a bilateral team, effectively executing 
parallel air tasking orders and tracking and 
disseminating the status and movement of 
our forces,” explained Brig. Gen Todd A. 
Dozier, 5th Air Force vice commander and 
Pacific Air Forces Joint Air Component 
Coordination Element director. “From 
the air operations coordination center, our 

forces coordinated with the USS Ronald 
Reagan (CVN76), U.S. and Koku Jieitai 
(Japan Air Self-Defense Force) squadrons, 
613th Air Operations Center (AOC) as well 
as air and tactical controllers to effectively 
produce overwhelming air superiority in a 
challenging scenario.”

*Strengthening Alliances*
	 As part of the U.S. Air Force’s goal 
to improve integration with a vital ally, 
Keen Sword provided an ideal platform 
to further deepen the understanding 
of how each air force conducts air op-
erations planning and execution, and 
dynamic targeting.
	 “During Keen Sword, U.S. and Japa-
nese air forces engaged and successfully 
neutralized simulated dynamic targets 
on an extremely short timeline,” said 
Maj. Brandon Murphy, 5th Air Force 
current and future operations chief and 
air operations coordination center lead. 
“Moving forward, 5th Air Force and the 
Koku Jieitai will continue to leverage 
lessons learned and hone the principals of 
dynamic targeting. The tactics, techniques 
and procedures developed in this and 
future exercises will ensure both air forces 
can effectively coordinate and deconflict 
air operations to outpace any threat, or 
rapidly respond to a disaster in the region.”
	 The U.S.-Japan Alliance has been the 
cornerstone of regional peace and secu-
rity in the Indo-Pacific region for nearly 
60 years, and events like Keen Sword are 
essential to creating a common under-
standing of how to effectively execute air 
operations and enhance interoperability 
while bolstering each force’s readiness, 
and if called upon, provide the defense of 
Japan against potential regional threats.
	 Keen Sword, the field training exer-
cise dating to 1986, is held biennially, 
alternating yearly with Keen Edge, the 
command post exercise.
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By Yasuo Osakabe
374th Airlift Wing public affairs
11/7/2018 - YOKOTA AIR BASE, Ja-
pan  — The U.S. Air Force C-130J Super 
Hercules aircraft from the 36th Airlift 
Squadron became the first U.S. aircraft to 
drop Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 
soldiers on Hiju-dai drop zone, Oita 
prefecture, Japan, Nov. 4, during Keen 
Sword 2019.
	 The JGSDF soldiers with the 1st Air-
borne Brigade, observed by U.S. Army 
Alaska soldiers, jumped from the C-130J 
Super Hercules, showcasing one of Keen 
Sword 19’s capability to bring military 
power together to train.
	 “It is great that we are finally able to 
drop JGSDF paratroopers from U.S. air-
craft in Japan,” said Capt. Jeffrey Larkin, 
36 AS C-130J pilot and Keen Sword 19 
C-130J mission commander. “Also this is 
the first time that we (36th AS) will fly 
over Hiju-dai drop zone. This is another 
exciting moment for us because we can 
fly in an atypical environment.”
	 Since 2015, 36 AS and JGSDF 1st 
Airborne Brigade have been conducting 
joint jump training during Red-Flag 
Alaska. With this historic first combined 
jump training in Japan, U.S. and Japanese 
Airmen and Soldiers hope that it will 
allow for more opportunities for future 
training and collaboration to strengthen 
bonds between the two nations.
	 “Working with the Japanese Airborne 
community increases bonds and friend-
ships, and it also increases the under-
standing of the strategic value of both 
airborne communities,” said U.S. Army 
Master Sgt. Nathan Greer, U.S. Army 
Alaska jump master.
	 The jump highlighted the U.S.-Japan’s 
strong commitment to a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region, but the aircraft was 
just one moving piece in a large-scale area 
seizure scenario during Keen Sword 19, 
the first of its kind during the exercise.
	 “We (36AS) delivered service mem-
bers, between U.S. and Japan Self-De-
fense Forces, from Okinawa to Misawa,” 
said Larkin. “Also we conducted mass 
Container Delivery System (CDS) drops 
at Hiju-dai DZ (dropzone).”
	 The scenario: The prior-arrived 120 
JGSDF paratroopers at the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force (JASDF) Tsuiki Air 
Base at Fukuoka prefecture conducted 
airdrop training from the U.S. C-130J 
aircraft at Hiju-dai exercise areas, Oita 
prefecture, located approximately 810km 
from Yokota Air Base.
	 “Everything was excellent.” said Greer. 

“As a Jump Master, they (JGSDF) jumped 
safely and accurately. This is most 
important thing for jumpers, and they 
were professionals during the airborne 
operation.”
	 Keen Sword gives U.S. and Japanese 
Forces an opportunity to practice critical 
air, maritime and amphibious capabilities 

essential for Japan’s defense and for 
regional security. Also the exercise is the 
latest in a series of bilateral field training 
exercises that for more than 30 years have 
increased combat readiness and interop-
erability between the U.S. and JSDF.
	 “The scenario gave us the opportunity 
to practice tactical airlift to deliver sup-

plies and personnel at a moment’s notice.” 
said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Brian Gates, 
36th Airlift Squadron C-130J loadmas-
ter. “Any joint training provides greater 
awareness of how U.S. military and JSDF 
train to prepare for future contingencies 
and it help us stay ready to provide joint 
support when we are called upon.”
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By Lt. Lauren Spaziano
USN, Task Force-West Public Affairs
11/8/2018 - CAPITOL HILL, Saipan — 
More than 500 service members from 
Joint Region Marianas and other units 
from within Indo-Pacific Command 
assigned to Task Force-West (TF-W) 
are providing Department of Defense 
(DoD) support to the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands’ (CNMI) 
civil and local officials as part of the 
FEMA-supported Super Typhoon Yutu 
recovery efforts, which began Oct. 25 
immediately following the storm.
	 “We are working alongside the people 
of CNMI to help recover and ensure 

people get the assistance they need,” said 
Navy Rear Adm. Shoshana Chatfield, 
commander of TF-W. “I am extremely 
proud of the hard work and dedication 
I’ve seen from my team, both on Saipan 
and Tinian, and I know they will con-
tinue to put forth their best effort until 
contributions from the DoD are no lon-
ger needed.”
	 Super Typhoon Yutu was the strongest 
typhoon to hit a U.S. territory and was 
the second-strongest system to hit U.S. 
soil in recorded history, according to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The Category 5 super 
typhoon had sustained winds of 178 

mph, which devastated much of Saipan 
and Tinian.
	 “Ensuring the health and safety of 
our family following the storm is our 
top priority,” said Governor Ralph DLG. 
Torres. “This is the worst storm anyone 
in the CNMI has ever seen, and we must 
ensure we take care of each other. We 
are grateful for the partnership we have 
with FEMA and our military partners 
on island to help us during this difficult 
time. To our federal and military part-
ners, Si Yu’us Ma’ase for your continued 
support; thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts.”
	 More than 50,000 residents on 

Saipan and Tinian are coming together 
with outside entities to recover from the 
destruction caused by Super Typhoon 
Yutu.
	 “The CNMI government, American 
Red Cross, FEMA and the DoD are pri-
oritizing life-saving and life-sustaining 
missions throughout the designated 
islands of CNMI,” said Bern Ruiz, 
FEMA Federal Coordinating Officer for 
FEMA, the U.S. government’s domestic 
emergency response agency. “We 
are focused on restoring community 
lifelines and working to ensure food, 
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water, medical and critical supplies are 
available in sufficient quantity.”
	 During Defense Support to Civil Au-
thorities (DSCA) operations, the U.S. 
military provides essential support to 
American citizens affected by declared 
natural disasters. With FEMA as the 
lead Federal agency, TF-W continues 
to partner with civil and local agencies 
to perform debris clearance on public 
lands and assist with distribution of 
water and food to people in need.
	 “To the people of CNMI: we stand 
here with you during this time of cri-

sis,” said Chatfield. “Your military is 
here to help. We are Marianas Strong.”
	 TF-W is a joint task force. It is 
divided into Task Group Saipan and 
Task Group Tinian, and is comprised 
of active duty, reserve, and Guam 
National Guard service members 
from more than 20 different units 
across every branch of service. Service 
members traveled from Japan, Guam, 
Hawaii, and parts of the continental 
U.S. as part of TF-W’s DSCA mission. 
TF-W is providing DoD support to the 
CNMI civil and local officials as part 
of the FEMA-supported Typhoon Yutu 
recovery efforts.
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