
By Staff Sgt. Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs 
7/28/2017 — Shogun Airmen from 
the 18th Wing demonstrated Kadena’s 
capability as a safety net when Japanese 
military and civil aviation authorities 
diverted aircraft  during Naha Airport’s 
closure due to an aircraft  malfunction 
July 26.
 Th e 12 aircraft  landed safely and 
remained at Kadena for about an hour 
until they were able to resume their 
fl ights to Naha.

 Peach Aviation Limited executive 
vice president José Oller was a passenger 
aboard one aircraft  that diverted to 
Kadena, and he witnessed fi rsthand the 
expertise with which Airmen handled 
the emergency.
 “You guys saved our bacon. Aft er 
being diverted it took us only 15-20 min-
utes to land, we were received right away, 
and it didn’t take too long,” said Mr. Oller. 
“Th e way this was handled by Air Force 
and civilian contractors was incredibly 
gracious and professional. Gratitude 

doesn’t even begin to express how I feel.”
 Despite the fact that Kadena fl ightline 
personnel had never handled an Airbus 
A320, they still managed to refuel the 
aircraft  without incident.
 “Normally, if there is a diversion to 

another airport, there’s concern with how 
familiar those people are going to be with 
my aircraft , but the professionalism level 
was there, so there was nothing to worry 
about.”
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^Peach Aviation Limited offi cials and 18th Operations Support Squadron airfi eld personnel stand for a group photo 
July 27, at Kadena Air Base. Peach Aviation executive vice president, José Oller, visited Kadena to personally thank 
fl ightline Airmen and contractors for their performance in handling a 12-aircraft diversion from Naha Airport. Mr. Oller was 
a passenger aboard one of the fl ights that landed at Kadena. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

Kadena assists 
diverted aircraft 
during Naha 
Airport closure

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

Senior Airman Zachary 
Hough, Tech. Sgt. Josean 
Arce and Staff Sgt. Ryan 
Anderson, 33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit weapons 
section weapons load 
technicians, transport 
GAU-18 50-caliber machine 
gun toward an HH-60 Pave 
Hawk from the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron July 26, at Kadena 
Air Base. The weapons 
section provides defensive-
counter-air lethality to nine 
HH-60 Pave Hawks from the 
33rd Rescue Squadron. 
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 U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Dustin 
Troyer, 18th Operations Support Squad-
ron airfi eld manager, shared Mr. Oller’s 
satisfaction with the effi  ciency of fl ight-
line crews.
 “Behind Naha, Kadena is the largest 
airfi eld that can handle this type of 
situation,” said Troyer “We have some of 
the best air traffi  c controllers and airfi eld 
managers in the Pacifi c Air Force. My 
team successfully identifi ed and parked 
all diverted aircraft , coordinated appro-
priate agencies for service, and got them 
back on their way.”
 Airmen and civilian contractors ser-
viced all 12 aircraft  while simultaneously 
handling other military operations, a 
feat Troyer chalks up as being done by 
fl ightline magicians.
 “If you looked around the fl ightline 
during the divert operations, there were 
C-130 cargo planes taxiing adjacent 
to the Boeing 737s, an H-1 helicopter 
fl ying overhead, inbound U.S. Navy 
P-8s, KC-135 Stratotankers, etc.,” Troyer 
said. “Th is team is uniquely adapted to 

execute anything that’s thrown at us, so if 
you were to ask if this emergency divert 
phased us, I would say no. It’s just anoth-
er day at Kadena.”
 While Kadena’s daily routine may 
not always involve a sudden surge of 
diverted civilian airlines, the base stands 

as Okinawa’s aircraft  safety net thanks to 
cooperation between U.S. and Japanese 
aviation authorities.
 “In an emergency situation like we 
saw on Wednesday, it’s critical to provide 
alternate runways for aircraft  that are 
unable to land at their primary destina-

tion,” said Col. Rich Tanner, 18th Wing 
vice commander. “Fortunately, thanks 
to mutual agreements we have with civil 
authorities here in Okinawa, we were 
able to be good neighbors and provide a 
landing spot for those aircraft  while Naha 
Airport worked to restore its runway to 
full operations.”
 Mr. Oller sees those mutual agree-
ments as relationships and looks forward 
to maintaining them.
 “We’re on the civilian side of the same 
trade, we’re all aviation people, and we 
want to keep the relationship close,” said 
Oller. “Now we have the confi dence to 
say that the fi rst time we encountered 
this type of emergency, we did it right 
and with great support.”
 Troyer and the rest of Kadena’s airfi eld 
teams are ready to support Oller and any 
other aviation operations in the area.
 “Aviation safety and security are a huge 
part of what we do, it touches everything 
that occurs here,” said Troyer. “Th at pro-
tection extends to our civilian counter-
parts whenever they need our assistance.”
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the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp
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Health research and innovation prepare 
Air Force Medicine for future conflicts
By Peter Holstein
Air Force Surgeon General Offi ce of 
Public Affairs
7/27/2017 - FALLS CHURCH, 
Va. — Th e Air Force Medical 
Service is tasked with ensuring 
full spectrum medical readi-
ness for all members of the Air 
Force. To ensure medical Air-
men are ready to deliver world-
class care globally in future 
confl icts, the AFMS must stay 
on the leading edge of health 
research, innovation, technolo-
gy, training, and operations.
 Air Force medical research 
has made major contributions 
to how we care for our injured 
on the battlefi eld, fl y them 
home from around the world, 
and treat them in fi xed hospi-
tals. Today, U.S. service mem-
bers wounded in action have an 
unprecedented survival rate, fa-
cilitated by a culture of innova-
tion that embraced appropriate 
risk to allow for new ideas and 

capabilities. Th is vision helped 
build an expeditionary medical 
force unparalleled by any other 
nation’s military.
 “Our improved en route 
and upgraded expeditionary 
medicine capability is relatively 
new,” said Mr. Brian McCarty, 
panel chair for Medical Mod-
ernization in the AFMS. “It was 
not as fi nely tuned before the 
fi rst Gulf War, so we created big 
parts of it during Desert Storm. 
Our ongoing research has 
provided critical improvements 
to refi ne this remarkable capa-
bility. We continue focusing on 
making our medical Airmen 
more agile and capable.”
 Th ese capabilities are de-
signed to provide battlefi eld 
care and evacuation in the 
current confl ict environment, 
but what works well today may 
not for the next confl ict. New 
threats and adversaries are 
emerging around the world. To 

prepare for these anticipated 
challenges,  the Air Force 
continually searches out new 
technologies and new methods 
for delivering tomorrow’s life-
saving medical care.
 “We may need to retool parts 
of the system we developed 
over the last 16 years of war. As 
we expect new mission taskings 
in future confl icts, we need 
to be ready for anything that 
is asked of us,” said McCarty. 
“When you add in challenges 
like Ebola, emerging diseases, 
bio-containment of infectious 
patients, and how to safely 
transport them, it forces us to 
review everything we do from 
the ground up.”
 Th e AFMS will be called on 
to deliver the same high level 
of battlefi eld medicine and en 
route care in new mission set-
tings.
 “We will fi ll any gaps in 
our capabilities with technol-

ogies and adjust training and 
doctrine accordingly,” said 
McCarty. “We’re aligning for 
the next hypothetical confl ict 
by exploring ways to stabilize 
critical patients during longer 
fl ights. We are examining how 
to deliver care in the fi eld when 
time from injury to evacuation 
may be longer than we experi-
ence now. Th ose are scenarios 
that might occur with near-
peer adversaries and threats we 
may face.”
 “We are exploring new 
missions, and the possibility 
of facing war in new theaters,” 
said McCarty. “Th is will likely 
require a change in our tactics 
and processes for delivering 
battlefi eld and en route medical 
care. Our research and devel-
opment teams must provide 
new and better solutions for 
blood products, pain control, 
and revolutionary telemedicine 
that places doctors wherever 

they are needed globally.”
 As the AFMS updates its 
research focus, it will not do 
it alone. Th e Air Force enjoys 
extensive collaboration and 
partnerships with other mili-
tary services, academic insti-
tutions, and private and public 
sector. Th is expertise augments 
its ability to fi nd and transition 
new solutions. Th e AFMS 
maintains relationships with 
multiple strong industrial bases 
across key areas of the medical 
technology area. Th is is a cru-
cial part of assuring the AFMS 
has access to newer, better and 
more capable medical systems.
 Air Force research eff orts 
will not be changing direction 
overnight. As long as U.S. ser-
vice members are engaged in 
confl icts, medical Airmen will 
deploy to provide them medical 
care, and the AFMS will ex-
plore new research avenues to 
prepare for tomorrow’s confl ict.

U.S. Airmen service 
two Japan Airlines 
Boeing 737 passenger 
aircraft July 26, at 
Kadena Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Dustin Troyer)
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By Airman 1st Class
Greg Erwin
18th Wing Public Affairs 
7/27/2017 — “So tell me your name and 
where you’re from,” says Senior Airman 
Trent Jones, 18th Security Forces Squad-
ron trainer, to a defender preparing for 
the jolt from 50,000 volts of electricity 
during the Taser and oleroresin capsicum 
(OC) spray training held July 20.   
 As the defender starts to answer, Jones 
pulled the trigger on the Taser,  and the 
defender is helped to the fl oor by fellow 
Airmen.  Every inch of the man’s body is 
paralyzed from the shock and he is un-
able to move. Once the Taser has stopped 
sending electricity through his body, he is 
able to stand again and verbally explains 
the pain. 
 “Before your stint in Security Forces is 
over, you are going to get OC sprayed,” 
said Jones. “You’re going to get that expo-
sure because you carry it, and you need 
to be ready to react if you are in that line 
of fi re.”  
 Th e training prepared defenders on 
the use of two non-lethal combatives they 
rely on to keep Team Kadena safe.  A total 
of seven defenders completed the Taser 
portion, and another seven defenders 
completed the OC  spray training por-
tion of the day, which entailed running 
through an obstacle course while over-
coming the eff ects of the spray, similar in 

nature to pepper spray, on their vision.  
 In the past six months Jones has sprayed 
and tased  more than 350 students.
 In order to carry a Taser and OC 
spray while on duty, every defender must 
attend and pass the course.
 “We can’t just let anyone arm up and 
use Taser or OC spray,” said Jones.  “We’re 
never going to just throw somebody right 
into the fi re.  We’ll give them the slides, 
show them how to work it, and give them 
videos for training.”
 Th e fi rst part of the training involved 
a PowerPoint slideshow and instruction, 
practical training without the cartridges, 
target training with cartridges, and fi -
nally a ‘ride the lightning’ portion where 
defenders experienced Taser shocks 
fi rsthand.
 Once the Taser portion was complete, 
the defenders moved outside for the OC 
spray portion. Th e students were sprayed 
in the face with the OC and while expe-
riencing the eff ects of the spray, the de-
fenders competed in an obstacle course 
to show they can still do their job even in 
the event that their spray has been used 
against them.   
 “It’s been over an hour, and I can still 
barely open my eyes,” said Airman 1st 
Class Vanessa Nava, 18th SFS defender. 
“Initially, I didn’t feel anything until I took 
that fi rst blink.  Th at’s the most painful 
feeling.  It just felt hot and burning.”

 Each defender has two minutes or less 
to complete the obstacle course in order 
to pass.  On this day, every defender 
completed both tasks and were certifi ed.  

Th e training conducted here is another 
way members of the 18th Security Forces 
Squadron prepare to keep Team Kadena 
safe and secure, both on and off  base.

^Airman 1st Class Luis Bernal, 18th Security Forces Squadron defender, is sprayed in the face during Taser and 
oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray training July 20, at Kadena Air Base. The OC spray, similar to pepper spray, is comparable 
in heat to hot peppers such as the Cayenne pepper and the Carolina Reaper.

   Airman 1st Class 
Matthew Abel, 18th 
Security Forces Squadron 
defender, fi res on a target 
while Senior Airman Trent 
Jones, 18th SFS trainer, 
evaluates his performance 
during Taser and oleoresin 
capsicum (OC) spray 
training July 20, at Kadena 
Air Base. Each member 
had to fi re on two targets 
as part of the qualifi cation 
process.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

Team Kadena’s Security 
Forces receives
non-combative training

^
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Striking out Fire
18th CES firefighters utilize Oshkosh Striker

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard

Fire engines from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron remain on 
standby for possible emergencies July 20 at Kadena Air Base. The 
18th CES uses a range of fi refi ghting vehicles to keep Kadena Air 
Base safe, whether it’s protecting the thousands of lives living on 
Kadena or protecting millions of dollars in U.S. Air Force assets. 

^Yuhei Tajima and Senior Airman Korey Wilson, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
fi refi ghters, inspect the equipment bay of an Oshkosh Striker 6x6 July 20 at Kadena Air 
Base. The Oshkosh Striker 6x6 has a max speed of 72 miles per hour and can traverse 
the length of Kadena’s runway in less than 2 minutes. 

^Firefi ghters from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron standby with their fi re engines to 
respond on the fl ightline.
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By Pacifi c Air Forces
Public Affairs
7/29/2017 - JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — In response 
to North Korea’s ballistic missile and 
nuclear programs and as a part of the 
continuing demonstration of ironclad 
U.S. commitment to our allies, two U.S. 
Air Force B-1B bombers under the com-

mand of U.S. Pacifi c Air Forces, joined 
their counterparts from the Republic 
of Korea and Japanese air forces in a 
sequenced bilateral missions July 29.
 Th is mission is in direct response to 
North Korea’s escalatory launch of in-
tercontinental ballistic missiles on July 3 
and July 28.
 “North Korea remains the most urgent 

threat to regional stability,” said Gen. 
Terrence J. O’Shaughnessy, Pacifi c Air 
Forces commander. “Diplomacy remains 
the lead; however, we have a responsibil-
ity to our allies and our nation to show-
case our unwavering commitment while 
planning for the worst-case scenario. If 
called upon, we are ready to respond with 
rapid, lethal, and overwhelming force at 
a time and place of our choosing.”
 Aft er taking off  from Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, the B-1s fl ew to Japa-
nese airspace, where they were joined by 
two Koku Jieitai (Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force) F-2 fi ghter jets. Th e B-1s then fl ew 
over the Korean Peninsula where they 
were joined by four Republic of Korea 
Air Force F-15 fi ghter jets. Th e B-1s then 
performed a low-pass over Osan Air 
Base, South Korea, before leaving South 
Korean airspace and returning to Guam.
 Th roughout the approximately 10-hour 
mission, the aircrews practiced intercept 
and formation training, enabling them to 
improve their combined capabilities and 
tactical skills, while also strengthening the 
long standing military-to-military rela-
tionships in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 U.S. Pacifi c Command maintains fl ex-
ible bomber and fi ghter capabilities in 
the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c theater, retaining 
the ability to quickly respond to any re-
gional threat in order to defend the U.S. 
homeland and in support of our allies.

U.S. bombers conduct bilateral 
mission with allies in response 
to North Korea ICBM launch

 (Courtesy photo)

^ In a demonstration of ironclad U.S. commitment to our allies, two B-1B Lancers assigned to the 9th Expeditionary 
Bomb Squadron, deployed from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, fl y a 10-hour mission from Andersen Air Force Base, 
Guam, into Japanese airspace and over the Korean Peninsula, July 30. The B-1s fi rst made contact with Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force F-2 fi ghter jets in Japanese airspace, then proceeded over the Korean Peninsula and were joined by 
South Korean F-15 fi ghter jets.
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By Pacifi c Air Forces
Public Affairs
7/31/2017 - LAUTOKA, Fiji — 
Pacifi c Angel 17-3 concluded July 
24 in the Republic of Fiji aft er 
positive patient care and civil en-
gineering programs made a dif-
ference in the lives of nearly 4,000 
Fijian patients and seven partner 
nation participants across the 
Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 “Th e U.S.-Fiji cooperation 
is a force for positive change 
here and across the Pacifi c,” said 
U.S. Ambassador Judith Cefk in 
during the closing ceremony 
July 24. “I can say with confi -
dence you’ve made a diff erence. 
Th anks for your partnership 
throughout this Pacifi c Angel as 
we worked together promoting 
the common goal of a secure 
and prosperous Pacifi c region.”
 Th e PACANGEL 17-3 
team consisting of health care 
professionals, civil engineers, 
logistics, fi nance, contracting, 
public aff airs, security and so 
many others, worked in tandem 
every single day with each of 
the partner nations from across 
the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region and 
globe including the U.S., Republic 
of Fiji, the Philippines, Vanuatu, 
Indonesia, France and Australia.
 “We are better together — no 
one nation can do this alone and 
coming here learning from all 
the other nations involved while 
sharing our own experiences 
helps us build a team we can rely 
on in the future,” said Indonesian 

Capt. Wahyu Hidayat, a family 
practitioner with PACANGEL 
17-3. “Th is was a great experience 
working with all the other doctors 
and learning how they do diff er-
ent procedures was extremely 
benefi cial — I hope to participate 
in similar exercises in the future.”
 PACANGEL builds part-
nerships between participating 
nations by conducting multi-
lateral humanitarian assistance 
and civil military operations, 
promoting regional mili-
tary-civilian-nongovernmental 
organization cooperation and 
interoperability. Th is year’s exer-
cise saw 3,872 patients between 
two health services sites in Tav-
ua and Savusavu and improved 
quality of life and infrastructure 
through civil engineering proj-
ects at fi ve schools around Ba.
 “It was great working with 
the Fijians and Vanuatuans 
as together we rebuilt schools 
building relations with diff erent 
nations so in a time of need they 
know we can trust each other to 
help each other out,” said U.S. 
Air Force Staff . Sgt. Quintin 
Robinson, an electrician with 
the 374th Civil Engineer Squad-
ron at Yokota Air Base, Japan.
 Comprised of more than 100 
U.S. Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Army and U.S. Marine Corps ac-
tive duty, National Guard and Re-
serve members, and six regional 
nations, PACANGEL combined 
to create a multinational Joint 
Total Force Enterprise team. Th eir 

collaboration ensured the exercise 
proved the power in partnership.
 “Th e fact that Pacifi c defense 
forces from across the region 
came together to give human-
itarian relief to Fiji this year 
is fantastic and to be able to 
support the community and use 
our skills in areas of great need 
has really been an honor,” said 
Royal Australian Air Force Flt. 
Lt. Corey Wilson, a dental offi  -
cer with the 2nd Expeditionary 
Health Services Wing at RAAF 
Base Williamtown, Australia.
 Echoing his Australian coun-
terpart, U.S. Navy Petty Offi  cer 
1st Class Aaron Smith, a hos-
pital corpsman with the Navy 
Environmental and Preventive 
Medicine Unit Six at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
said the experience really helped 
put all the pieces together for 
future endeavors and in the end 
resulted in a well-oiled machine.
 “PACANGELs build relation-
ships that will last a lifetime while 
enhancing the capabilities of our 
friends and allies,” Smith said. 
“Th is exercise better prepared us 
for continued operations together 
as one multilateral and joint team 
working together through fi ne-
tuned collaboration for a cause.”
 Together as one team, the 
regional partners are better 
prepared to help all involved 
nations in times of great need 
and disaster relief. Republic of 
Fiji Military Forces Sgt. Natoga 
Anitelu, a medical services tech-

nician with PACANGEL 17-3, 
said he can’t imagine a world 
where nations aren’t reliably 
working together for a more 
secure and prosperous region.
 “We worked very closely 
together providing aid to 
those in need of medical 
services,” Anitelu said. “It is a 
collaboration with the U.S. and 
other partners that helps us and 
others, regardless of national 
origin, in times of great need.”
 Th e exercise wrapped up July 

24, but the friendships created as 
a result of PACANGEL 17-3 will 
last a life time, said mission com-
mander, Lt. Col. Catherine Grush.
 “None of us can do it alone and 
it’s thanks to exercises like Pacifi c 
Angel we’re able to fi nd a com-
mon ground and work together 
for the betterment of the entire 
region,” she said. “Th anks to all 
our service members, volunteers 
and local and municipal leaders 
who worked together, fl awlessly, 
partnering for a better tomorrow.”

Partnership proves powerful during Pacific Angel 17-3

^Tech. Sgt. Michael Ang, an aerospace medical services craftsman with the 18th Medical 
Operations Squadron at Kadena Air Base, evaluates a patient’s arthritis ridden foot while taking 
his vitals before sending to a specialist during Pacifi c Angel 17-3 at the Tagitagi Sangam School 
and Kindergarten in Tavua, Fiji, July 17. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Benjamin W. Stratton)
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By Senior Airman
Cassie Whitman
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
7/28/2017 - EIELSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Alaska — It’s that time again 
when aircraft  from U.S. and partner 
nations soar through the Alaskan sky 
as RED FLAG-Alaska has offi  cially 
kicked-off  for the fi nal time this season. 
RF-A 17-3 is scheduled to run from 
July 27 to August 11.
 As one of the Air Force’s premier 
fl ying exercises, Eielson Air Force 
Base has invited U.S. and international 
partners to participate in this uniquely 
designed training experience that could 
potentially save their lives.
 “Our goal and focus over the next two 
weeks is to provide the best combat train-
ing in the world,” said Col. Todd Robbins, 
354th Fighter Wing vice commander. 
“Th ere are three levels of improvement 
we seek to provide for the participants. 
First, we want to make them better indi-
vidually as operators. Second, we want to 
make them better at integrating with dif-
ferent platforms. Th ird, we want them to 
develop a better understanding and trust 
in the capabilities of partner nations.”
 RF-A is a Pacifi c Air Forces com-
mander-directed training exercise, 
which allows pilots to experience re-
al-life scenarios and support personnel 
to train as they would fi ght. Th e exercise 
utilizes the Joint Pacifi c Alaska Range 

Complex; the largest instrumental air, 
ground and electronic combat training 
range in the world, covering more than 
67,000 square miles.
 “We hope to create an environment 
where we can educate, integrate, execute 
and learn,” said Lt. Col. Travis Ruhl, 
the 353rd Combat Training Squadron 
commander. “We want everyone to take 
the lessons they learn and bring them 
back to their home stations.”
 Several units from across the globe 
are participating in RF-A 17-3 and 
include: the 18th Aggressor Squadron, 
Eielson AFB, Alaska; the 80th Fighter 
Squadron, Kunsan Air Base, Republic of 
Korea; the Electronic Attack Squadron 
138, Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, 
Wash.; the 391st Fighter Squadron, 
Mountain Home AFB, Idaho; the 425th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, Canadian 
Forces Base Bagotville, Canada; the 
437th Transport Squadron, Canadian 
Forces Base Trenton, Canada; the 909th 
Air Refueling Squadron, Kadena AB, 
Japan; the 168th Air Wing, Eielson 
AFB, Alaska; the 96th Bomb Squadron, 
Barksdale AFB, La.; the 210th Rescue 
Squadron, Joint Base Elmendorf-Rich-
ardson, Alaska; the 746th Test Squadron, 
Holloman AFB, New Mexico; the 129th 
and 131st Rescue Squadrons out of 
Moff ett Air National Guard Base, Cali.; 
and the Naval Special Warfare Special 
Operations Forces from Virginia.

‘Red Flag’ exercises 
continue providing 
realistic combat training
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By Missile Defense Agency
7/30/2017 - KODIAK, Alaska — Th e U.S. 
Missile Defense Agency and U.S. Army 
soldiers of the 11th Air Defense Artillery 
Brigade from Fort Bliss, Texas, conducted 
a successful missile defense test today 
using the Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense (THAAD) system.
 A medium-range target ballistic missile 
(MRBM) was air-launched by a U.S. Air Force 
C-17 over the Pacifi c Ocean. Th e THAAD 
weapon system located at Pacifi c Spaceport 
Complex Alaska in Kodiak, Alaska, detected, 
tracked and intercepted the target.
 Th e test, designated Flight Experiment 
THAAD (FET)-01, was conducted to 

gather threat data from a THAAD inter-
ceptor in fl ight.
 “In addition to successfully intercept-
ing the target, the data collected will allow 
MDA to enhance the THAAD weapon 
system, our modeling and simulation 
capabilities, and our ability to stay ahead 
of the evolving threat,” said MDA Director 
Lt. Gen. Sam Greaves.
 Soldiers from the 11th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade conducted launcher, fi re 
control and radar operations using the 
same procedures they would use in an 
actual combat scenario.  Soldiers operat-
ing the equipment were not aware of the 
actual target launch time.

 Th is was the 15th successful intercept 
in 15 tests for the THAAD weapon system.
 Th e THAAD element provides a 
globally-transportable, rapidly-deployable 
capability to intercept ballistic missiles in-
side or outside the atmosphere during their 
fi nal, or terminal, phase of fl ight. THAAD 
is strictly a defensive weapon system.  Th e 
system uses hit-to-kill technology where 
kinetic energy destroys the incoming target.
 Th e mission of the Missile Defense 
Agency is to develop and deploy a layered 
ballistic missile defense system to defend 
the United States, its deployed forces, 
allies and friends from ballistic missile 
attacks of all ranges in all phases of fl ight.

THAAD successfully intercepts 15th target

(Photo by Leah Garton)

A Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense interceptor is launched 
from the Pacifi c Spaceport 
Complex Alaska in Kodiak, 
Alaska, during Flight Experiment 
THAAD - 01 on July 30. During 
the test, the THAAD weapon 
system successfully intercepted 
an air-launched, medium-range 
ballistic missile target.
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

AADD: Get Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s 
falling through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of 
this applies to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it 
all, when you can get a ride home for free.  
Call AADD at the cell phone number 098-
961-1110 and then ask for the USO or dial 
DSN: 634-3889. We’re open from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. and we’re here to help.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be fi led with the IG. 
You can fi le a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed. Complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefl y outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, 
in general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did 
the violation occur. Help is available: Call 
your Kadena IG offi ce at 634-7622 for Mr. 
Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood, or leave 
a message on the Kadena Fraud Waste & 
Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

Sports Physical Week
The 18th Medical Group is hosting the 2017 
Sports Physical Week from August 21 to 
25. Patients enrolled to the Kadena Clinic 
should contact the appointment line at (098) 
960-4817 or 630-4817 to schedule a sports 
physical.

WIC employment opportunities 
available
Choctaw Staffi ng Solutions has the following 
positions available at Okinawa Women, 
Infants and Children: Administrative 
assistant - Requires a high school diploma 
or equivalent with secretarial/business offi ce 
experience or education. Business training 
or associate's degree preferred. Registered 
Dietitian/Registered Nurse/Home Economist/
Physician Assistant - Requires a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Nutrition, Dietetics, 
Nursing or a degree in Home Economics with 
an emphasis in nutrition. Experience with 
WIC and/or experience with the Maternal/
Child population is desirable. Good computer 
skills required. Must be U.S citizen and have 
a current driver’s license. For consideration, 
please e-mail your resume and cover letter 
to jobs@wicoverseas.net or fax to Margaret 
Applewhite at (210) 525-1398.

Become a certified sexual assault 
volunteer victim advocate
Are you interested in helping others, but 
unsure how you can make a difference? 
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
& Response offi ce is looking for highly 
motivated men and women to become 
Volunteer Victim Advocates. We are 
conducting a 40-hour course Oct. 2 – 6. 
Find the required application on the Kadena 
SAPR SharePoint (under Volunteer Victim 
Advocate Application). For more info, visit 
https://kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/WSA/
SAPR or call Master Sgt. Jedediah Venable 
at 634-0180.

Individual Protective Equipment 
Element Closure
The Individual Protective Equipment 
Element will be closed August 18 for an 
offi cial function. In order to accommodate 
customers, IPEE will be open August 17 
from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. If you have 
questions please call Master Sgt. Coleman 
at DSN: 634-3152 for more information. 

18th Wing Equal Opportunity
Do you face concerns of unlawful 
discrimination or sexual harassment? If 
so, Kadena Air Base leadership maintains 
a strict “zero-tolerance” policy pertaining 
to discriminatory behavior. If you feel you 
are being unlawfully discriminated against, 
to include sexual harassment, take action. 
We encourage members to use the chain 
of command fi rst to resolve issues at the 
lowest level. However, you can also contact 
the EO offi ce at 634-2571 to set up an 
appointment; or you may visit our offi ce. 
Please note that the EO offi ce will not accept 
a Formal Complaint more than 60 calendar 
days for military and 45 calendar days for 
civilian complaints after the alleged offense 
occurred without suffi cient justifi cation. 

18th MDG Clinic Closure
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed on 
the following date: August 17 (MDG Training 
Day) - Closed 12-4:30 p.m. The 18th Medical 
Group is responsible for ensuring the 18th 
Wing’s medical readiness in support of the 
United States’ and Japan’s mutual interests. 
In keeping with this mission, the Kadena 
Clinic will be participating in 18th Wing 
upcoming exercises. During exercises, our 
normal patient care and clinical services 
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will 
be impacted, as the clinic will be closed 
for one day during these exercises (exact 
dates subject to scenario). We ask for 
your patience as our trusted professionals 

exercise their skills and work with the Wing 
and other agencies on island in support 
of these training events. We apologize for 
any inconvenience that this may cause. As 
always, in the event of an emergency, seek 
emergency services at the US Naval Hospital 
on Camp Foster or by dialing ambulance 
services at 634-1796 or 098-934-5911 by 
cell phone. For more information, contact 
Capt. Jennifer Stark at 630-4565, Staff Sgt. 
Larissa Palmer at 630-4504, or Ms. Melissa 
Cook at 630-5050.

Housing Office Closure
The DoD Family Housing Offi ces: Camp 
Kinser Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, Camp 
Foster Offi ce, Furnishing Management 
Section, Furnishing Management Section 
Self-Help and Appliance Repair will be 
closed August 11, for the local national 
holiday, Yama No Hi (Mountain Day). 
Please come to the Kadena Housing Offi ce 
(building 217) for assistance. The offi ce 
will also be closed August 25 for an offi cial 
function. Kadena DoD Family Housing will 
be open 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for scheduled 
appointments only. The following services 
will be available on a limited walk-in basis: 
TLA processing (AF only), lease validations, 
and to schedule future appointments. For 
maintenance emergency assistance, please 
call 634-4663. 

Public Affairs photo studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon.-Thurs. from 9-11 a.m. and 1-4 p.m. 
Appointments are available in half-hour 
increments. Award, bio, or package 
submission photos are scheduled Mon-
Wed. Full length photos are only available 
on Thurs. Offi cial Passports are by 
appointment only until further notice, Mon-
Fri, and require a letter from your UDM or 
the passport offi ce. For questions or to 
schedule, please call 634-3813.

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

If you’re asked to give a image color of 
Okinawa, you would probably say “blue” that 
typically represents Okinawa’s ocean and sky.

But “red” is also a color that strongly 
represents Okinawa. The red roof tiles that 
shine in the blue sky, what a great color 
combination that seems very much like 
Okinawa. The red roof tiles decorate Shuri 

Castle’s roof and many 
other public facilities 
and hotels. These 
unglazed red roof 
tiles are made from 
a mudstone called 
“Kucha” which contains 
rich iron mineral. 
These tiles allows heat 
to dissipate when 
evaporating moisture 
which allows coolness 
inside the house. 
Comparing to concrete 
roof, these red tiles 

can keep the room 4 degrees Celsius cooler. 
The tiles are molded and fixed together by 
plaster, so structure-wise, it is very firm and 
can withstand typhoon weather. There’s no 
need to worry about tiles flying out during 
strong winds. The contrast of the tile and 
the plaster are very beautiful, and functions 
well as a roof in the Okinawan weather.

Beautiful Contrast made by
the Okinawan Weather, the Red Roof Tile
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Road Cut on south lane of Davis Ave
There is construction on the South lane of 
Davis Ave near buildings 700 to 705 to install 
new sewer lines. Two way traffi c fl ow of Davis 
Ave will not be affected. The road leading to 
the Medical/Dental Clinic and parking lot 
entrance will be directed by the fl agmen 
for alternate traffi c fl ow. Construction is 
expected to last from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and is 
estimated to be completed Sept. 2.

Gate Closure
Camp Foster Gate #6 (Legion Gate) will be 
closed until 8/15/17 for maintenance. Due to 
the gate closure, Camp Foster Gate #2 (PX 
Gate) will be open during this time. Visitor 
Day Passes will be issued out of Gate #5 
(Commissary Gate) only. The Visitor’s Center 
will continue to stay open for extended 
passes. 

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS
ASBP Blood Drive
The 18th Wing Cybersecurity Offi ce will be 
hosting a blood drive Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. The event will be located at the Schilling 
Community Center. All blood types are 
needed. For more information, please contact 
Airman 1st Class Secatero at 632-0284.

Kadena Adult Varsity Football
The Kadena Base Varsity Football Team is 
looking for players 18 and older. All services 
and civilians are welcome to join the team. 
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
6 p.m. at the Risner Softball Field. Football 
pads are provided. For more information 
please contact Coach Baker at 0806499-
5445 or email kadenafootball@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
AADD
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is looking for 
volunteers. If you’re not a drinker, or if you’re 
under 20, then it’s defi nitely perfect for you! 
Regardless of rank, the times are 10 p.m.-1 
a.m. on weekend nights and there are six 

volunteers for every night. Non-alcoholic 
drinks are provided. AADD is also looking 
for squadron POC’s and schedulers. This will 
help fi ll weekend and event activities and 
will hopefully affect even more folks around 

base. If you have any questions please 
contact Airman 1st Class Aaron Wright, 
AADD President, at aaron.wright.15@us.af.
mil or Senior Airman Najera, AADD Vice-
President, at lillian.najera@us.af.mil.
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